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Hall, R, Isaacs, M & Saruchera, M. 2006. Land and 

agrarian reform in integrated development 

plans. (PLAAS research report; no. 23.)

Lahiff, E. 2007. State, market or the worst of 

both? Experimenting with market-based land 

reform in South Africa. (PLAAS occasional 

paper; no. 30.)

Natural resources 
management

Evidence Based Policy for Biological and Social 

Sciences is designed to analyse how the empirical 

validity of available scientific knowledge is 

evaluated and taken into account in public 

interventions that bring into play interactions 

between agriculture, biodiversity conservation, 

and economic cohesion. Funded by the French 

national research agency, Agence National de la 

Recherche, the project seeks to compare decision-

making processes in France, Brazil and South 

Africa. The South African team comprises Frank 

Matose (PLAAS), Rick Rohde (Institute of Plant 

Conservation, UCT) and Nicky Allsopp (Range and 

Forage Unit of the Agricultural Research Council). 

The team initially studied the case of the Greater 

Cederberg Biodiversity Corridor (Western Cape) 

where there may be a conflict between biodiversity 

and economic objectives, but decided late in 2007 

to change the focus to the Working for Water 

programme of the Department of Water Affairs 

and Forestry instead.

Cross-Sectoral Commons Governance in South-

ern Africa (CROSCOG), which is funded by the 

European Union, compares common property 

resource management in Botswana (Okavango 

Delta), Malawi (Lake Chilwa), Zambia (Lake 

Mweru and Kafue Flats) and South Africa. The 

project researched existing practice in the first 

year, will work on making recommendations 

to improve existing practice in the second, and 

will disseminate the learnings in the final year. 

PLAAS fisheries specialist Mafa Hara worked 

with researchers from Innovative Fisheries 

Management, University of Aalborg (Denmark) 

while his colleague Frank Matose worked on 

grasslands in the former Transkei with researchers 

from the University of Botswana. Ten papers were 

presented at a workshop in Botswana in 2007 

around the theme ‘Knowledge, Power, Economic 

Change and Common Practices’. 
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Matose worked with Andries du Toit on the 

cross-cutting Value Chains Project described on 

page 10.

Wildlife Conservation Research is a sub-project of 

the global Environment for Development project 

funded by the Swedish International Development 

Agency (SIDA) and headed by Prof. Thomas Sterner, 

Department of Economics, Gothenburg University 

(Sweden). The South African component is headed 

by Dr Edwin Muchapondwa, Environmental Po-

licy Research Unit, UCT, and includes Dr Eric 

Mungatana, Centre for Environmental Economics 

and Policy Analysis (CEEPA), University of Pretoria 

and Frank Matose of PLAAS. The team is working 

with South African National Parks and other 

stakeholders in its investigation of the role of 

economic incentives in the management of bio-

regions and understanding the interplay of 

conservation and poverty reduction objectives.

The Ford Foundation and International Develop-

ment Research Centre-funded “Breaking New 

Ground”: New Approaches to People-Centred 

Natural Resource Management in Southern Africa 

project ended in 2006. Sixteen commissioned 

workshop papers were presented at the final 

project workshop in Johannesburg in March 

of that year. The workshop was attended by 43 

participants who discussed the implications of the 

project research findings for policy and practice. 

This provided the basis for a concept note for 

future work on this issue.

PLAAS publications

Atkinson, D, Taylor, M & Matose F. 2007. 

Management of some commons in southern 

Africa: Implications for policy. (PLAAS policy 

brief; no. 23.)

Jones B. 2006. The impact of people-centred 

approaches to natural resource management 

on poverty reduction. (PLAAS policy brief; 

no. 25.)

Madzudzo, E, HaBarad, J & Matose, F. 2007. 

Outcomes of community engagement in 

people centred approaches to natural 

resource management. (PLAAS policy brief; 

no. 22.)

Matose, F, Mandondo, A, Mosimane, A & Aribeb, 

K. 2006. The membership problem in people-

centred approaches to natural resource 

management in southern Africa. (PLAAS 

policy brief; no. 20.)

Rihoy, E, Chirozva, C & Anstey, S. 2007. ‘People 

are not happy’: Speaking up for adaptive 

natural resource governance in Mahenye. 

(PLAAS occasional paper; no. 31.)

Whande, W. 2007. Community-based natural 

resource management in the southern Africa 

region: An annotated bibliography and 

general overview of literature, 1996–2004. 

(PLAAS research report; no. 24.)

Whande, W. 2007. Trans-boundary natural 

resources management in southern Africa: 

Local historical and livelihood realities 

within the Great Limpopo Trans-frontier 

Conservation Area. (PLAAS research report; 

no. 25.)

Fishing rights and marine 
resources

The National Programme on Coastal and Fisheries 

Co-Management which was funded under a 

Norwegian-South African bilateral co-operation 

agreement with the Branch: Marine and Coastal 

Management (MCM), Department of Environmental 

Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) as implementing 

agency, ended in 2005. The executing agencies 

were the Environmental Evaluation Unit of UCT (Dr 

Merle Sowman and Dr Maria Hauck), and PLAAS, 

represented by Mafa Hara and Moenieba Isaacs. 

The follow-up Consolidation of Co-Management 

project’s initial goals were the development, 

implementation and consolidation of functional 

co-management arrangements at three pilot sites 

in the Eastern Cape, Western Cape and Northern 

Cape; the strengthening of institutional capacity 

amongst resource users and managers to operate 

within a co-operative style of co-management; 

providing support to MCM in its efforts to ensure 

the sustainable management of subsistence 

and small-scale commercial fisheries resources; 

and strengthening linkages with researchers at 

the Chr. Michelsen Institute in Norway. In July 

2006, MCM withdrew the Northern Cape site 

(Hondeklipbaai). Isaacs is now investigating the 

potential for co-management arrangements between 

the authorities responsible for marine protected areas 

and indigenous communities in Mkambati (Eastern 

Cape) while Hara is doing similar research in 

Knysna (Western Cape). During 2007 a workshop 

on monitoring and evaluation arrangements was 

held at PLAAS. 
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Valuation of Benefits and Sustainable 

Management of Coastal Ecosystem 

Pro-ducts and Services is part of 

the EU’s international INCOFISH 

[Integrating Multiple Demands on 

Coastal Zones with Emphasis on 

Aquatic Ecosystems and Fisheries] 

project. A team of economists, social 

scientists, biologists and ecologists is 

determining the market (economic) 

and non-market (social) value of the 

benefits of sustainable management 

of coastal ecosystems and products in 

the Gulf of Thailand and the Benguela 

Current. Partner institutions include 

the Coastal Development Centre, 

University of Bangkok; the University 

of Bremen (Germany); the University of 

Trømso (Norway) and the University of 

Namibia. Isaacs leads the social science 

component of the research team and 

provided input on the poverty index 

for Namibia during the period under 

review. 

The overall aim of the Well-Being 

Among Fisherfolks in Africa Research 

(WELFARE) is to contribute to an 

understanding of the role of fisheries 

in reducing poverty in Africa. The 

main focus has been southern Africa 

(Malawi, South Africa, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe), but West African fisheries 

have been included in a broader 

comparative analysis. The research is 

funded by RCN and the lead institute 

is the Chr. Michelsen Institute of 

Norway. Other partner institutions 

include the Centre for Social Research, 

University of Malawi and the Centre for 

Applied Social Sciences, University of 

Zimbabwe. For the South African case, 

Hara and Isaacs are investigating the 

extent to which governance reforms 

have alleviated poverty and reduced 

vulnerability in fishing communities. 

The researchers are in the process of 

finalising various academic papers ari-

sing from this research.

Since 2005 Isaacs and Hara have been 

engaged in the Impact of HIV/Aids in 

Selected Fishing Communities in South 

Africa project to investigate the link 

between HIV/Aids, gender, economic 

exclusion, social marginalisation and 

class exploitation; and the potential 

social and economic impacts in certain 

localities. This research is funded 

through a Norway-South Africa bi-

lateral co-operation agreement imple-

mented by MCM. The PLAAS team has 

developed policy guidelines and made 

recommendations to MCM about how 

to mainstream HIV/Aids into fisheries 

policy and activities.

Hara also participated in the CROSCOG 

project referred to on page 13.

PLAAS publications

Isaacs, M. 2006. A social coastal 

fisheries policy for South 

Africa? Subsistence fisheries co-

management for sustainable 

livelihoods and poverty alleviation. 

(PLAAS policy brief; no. 24.)

Whande, W, Malasha, I & Njaya F. 

2006. Challenges and prospects for 

trans-boundary fisheries in Lakes 

Chiuta and Kariba. (PLAAS policy 

brief; no. 21.)

Researchers are 

investigating the 

extent to which 

governance reforms 

have alleviated 

poverty and reduced 

vulnerability in 

fishing communities.
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Conferences and seminars
In March 2007, PLAAS co-hosted the ‘Living on the 

Margins: Vulnerability, Social Exclusion and the 

State’ conference with the Isandla Institute and 

the Chronic Poverty Research Centre, University of 

Manchester. The conference drew 114 participants 

from 15 countries, and 46 papers were presented 

and discussed. 

The conference discussed the different kinds 

of marginality and explored their causes. It was 

agreed that ‘adverse incorporation’ constitutes an 

important feature of present-day capitalism, and 

that it is incumbent on the state to identify and 

support growth paths that are more distributive 

and less exclusionary. The role of the state, it 

was agreed, is a complex question. Some papers 

suggested that there are areas where the state 

should formalise and regulate; others suggested 

that in other conditions, informality and a 

lack of regulation might sometimes be to the 

advantage of poor people. It was noted at the 

end of the conference that the role of taxation 

in redistribution needs to be better understood, 

especially in regard to its complex role in the 

informal sector.

Policy imperatives to address poverty could 

include: economic transformation at all production 

and consumption points in the system; reforming 

governance; state engagement in citizenship and 

empowerment; and support for economic inclusion 

and livelihood production. Because ‘statistics 

are a form of power’, good research into global 

marginalisation and vulnerability trends can 

support positive action to counteract poverty and 

marginalisation. See www.livingonthemargins.org 

for more information.

About 120 people attended the ‘Another Country-

side? Policy Options for Land and Agrarian Reform 

in South Africa’ conference in October 2007. 

Topics under exploration included reflections on 

the international experience; the prospects for 

increasing agricultural employment; land use and 

livelihoods; tenure and land rights; strategies for 

land acquisition; the role of the private sector; 

and institutional arrangements for ensuring more 

sustainable land reform. (See www.plaas.org.za/

events/conference/2007polar/index_html for more 

information.) 

In September 2006, the conference ‘Land, 

Memory, Reconstruction and Justice: Perspectives 

on Land Restitution in South Africa’ was held near 

Cape Town. Event organisers Ruth Hall of PLAAS, 

Cherryl Walker of the University of Stellenbosch, 

Thembela Kepe of the University of Toronto and 

Anna Bohlin of the University of Gothenburg 

(Sweden) have developed a manuscript to be 

submitted to publishers in 2008.

Seventeen seminars featuring national and in-

ternational speakers were held in 2006 around 

the theme ‘Beyond the new institutionalism: 

rethinking access to land and natural resources’ 

and another 22 were held in 2007 around the 

theme ‘Land and agrarian issues in the age of 

globalisation’.

2006   

27 Jan Martin Sjöstedt, PhD Candidate, 

Department of Political Science, 

Gothenburg University, Sweden

Tenure reform and access to water: A comparative study of 

credible commitments

10 Mar Carolyn Petersen, PhD Candidate, 

Centre of African Studies, 

University of Edinburgh

Linking land and fishing livelihoods: A case study of 

Ebenhaeser / Papendorp on the West Coast

24 Mar Poul Wisborg, Noragric Land tenure reform and human rights: TRANCRAA 

[Transformation of Certain Rural Areas Act] in Namaqualand 

2001–2002

21 Apr Duan Biggs, Percy Fitzpatrick 

Institute of African Ornithology, 

University of Cape Town 

Community-based avi-tourism: Economics, institutions and 

perspectives
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Conferences and seminars 5 May Prof. Ben Cousins, PLAAS More than simply ‘socially embedded’: Recognising the 

distinctiveness of African forms of land rights

2 Jun Björn Vollan, Department of 

Business Administration & 

Economics, Philipps University, 

Marburg, Germany

The impact of decentralisation on social capital in 

Namaqualand

9 Jun Dr Stephen Turner, Vrije 

Universiteit Amsterdam, 

Netherlands

Ha-Tumahole, Lesotho: 28 years later

23 Jun Webster Whande, PLAAS Reflections from Greater Limpopo Trans-Frontier Conservation 

Area natural resource management research

18 Aug Dr Andries du Toit & David 

Neves, PLAAS

Invisible burdens: The domestic and political economy of social 

capital in migrant livelihoods between the Eastern and Western 

Cape

29 Sep Siyabu Manona, Umhlaba 

Consulting Group & Marna 

de Lange: Socio-Technical 

Interfacing

Water allocation reform: Towards an empowerment strategy

6 Oct Godfrey Dunkley, Past President, 

International Union for Land 

Value Taxation

Full employment by a change of taxation

13 Oct Boyce Tom, PLAAS Equity schemes in the land reform programme in the Eastern 

Cape

20 Oct Dr Moenieba Isaacs, PLAAS Fisheries co-management in the Northern Cape

27 Oct Dr Mafa Hara, PLAAS Poverty research in coastal fisheries

3 Nov Dr Frank Matose, PLAAS Kutora as a livelihood strategy at protected forests in 

Zimbabwe: The missing dimension to land reform

17 Nov Barbara Tapela, PhD candidate 

and PLAAS researcher

New architecture, old agendas: Perspectives on social research 

in rural communities neighbouring the Kruger National Park

24 Nov Ruth Hall, PhD candidate and 

PLAAS researcher

Policy options for land redistribution: Emerging alternatives to 

the ‘willing buyer, willing seller’ paradigm

2007   

2 Mar Dr Theo Manuel, Department of 

Water Affairs and Forestry

Responses of different community user groups to biodiversity 

conservation of protected areas in Lowland Fynbos – The case 

of the Wolfgat Nature Reserve

16 Mar Michael Odhiambo, RECONCILE, 

Kenya

Improving tenure security for the rural poor through land 

reform in East Africa: Challenges and prospects

23 Mar Prof. Henry Bernstein, School 

of Oriental and African Studies 

(SOAS), University of London

Agrarian questions from transition to globalisation

1 Jun Prof. Vernon Johnson, 

Department, Department 

of Political Science, Western 

Washington University

The question of revolution in the 21st century: The case of 

Zimbabwe

8 Jun Barbara Tapela, PhD candidate 

and PLAAS researcher

Agricultural commercialisation and livelihoods in small-scale 

irrigation schemes in Limpopo province: Emerging issues and 

implications for the Integrated Sustainable Rural Development 

Programme

PLAAS report for 2006 and 2007
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15 Jun Prof. Harriet Friedmann, 

University of Toronto; JoAnn 

Jaffe, University of Regina, 

Canada; Sandra Kruger, UWC

Supermarket power and transnational value chains: Shifting 

power and accumulation in the food regime

29 Jun Mirjam van Donk, Isandla 

Institute

Poverty, HIV/Aids and urban development

13 Jul Prof. Ben Cousins, PLAAS Contested notions of ‘viability’ and the livelihood impacts of 

land reform in South Africa

27 Jul Dr Mafa Hara & Dr Frank Matose, 

PLAAS

Knowledge, economics and power: Understanding the 

governance of commons in southern Africa

3 Aug Dr Fred S Royce, University of 

Florida, US

Agrarian reform and co-operatives with a focus on the Cuban 

experience

17 Aug Dr Stephen Devereux, Institute 

for Development Studies, 

University of Sussex

Pathways for African agriculture

24 Aug Fatima Shabodien, Women on 

Farms Project

World Congress on Rural Women: Reflections and lessons

31 Aug Prof. Timm Hoffman, Department 

of Botany, UCT

Land use and climate change impacts on semi-arid southern 

Africa

7 Sep Andrew Hartnack, independent 

researcher

Zimbabwean farm workers: Multiple displacements into no-

man’s land

21 Sep Dr Deborah James, London 

School of Economics

The return of the broker: Land-sellers and squatters in 

Mpumalanga

28 Sep Dr Geoffrey Mukwada, 

Department of Geography and 

Environmental Studies, UWC

“What will be the future of the people’s land?” Unfinished 

business, stakeholders and the future of the Zimbabwean land 

question

5 Oct David Neves, PLAAS Rural household composition in the face of terminal ill-health

12 Oct Rick de Satgé, Developmental 

Services

Tenure security: Legitimate expectations of landowners and 

farm dwellers

19 Oct Prof. Sandy Liebenberg, 

Law Faculty, University of 

Stellenbosch

Urban evictions and socio-economic rights

29 Oct Assoc. Prof. Andries du Toit 

(PLAAS); Dr Stefano Ponte 

(Danish Institute for International 

Studies); Assoc. Prof. Lance van 

Sittert (Department of Historical 

Studies, UCT); Simon Roberts 

(Competition Commission of 

South Africa); Louise Paulsen 

(Industrial Development 

Corporation)

Special panel discussion: To BEE or not to BEE? ‘Black economic 

empowerment’, business and the state in South Africa

9 Nov Karin Kleinbooi, PLAAS The role of the private sector in land reform

23 Nov Dr Arona Dison, PLAAS Research capacity development in applied research centres
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Policy engagement PLAAS researchers 
engaged in a range of 
policy engagement 
activities with 
government, 
civil society and 
Parliament, among 
others.

Hall made presentations to the De-

partment of Housing on the Prevention 

of Illegal Eviction from and Unlawful 

Occupation of Land Amendment Bill, 

to DLA on the tenure rights of farm 

dwellers, to the Portfolio Committee 

on Agriculture and Land Affairs on 

the 2006/07 DLA annual report, and to 

the ANC Parliamentarians’ Economic 

Cluster workshop on resolutions for 

the party’s 2007 national conference in 

Polokwane.

In 2007 Ben Cousins and Ruth Hall were 

asked to make a presentation on ‘Policy 

Options for Land and Agrarian Reform’ 

to the Policy Unit in the Presidency. 

Cousins continued to provide advice 

and assistance to four rural communities 

and their legal representatives in 

the constitutional challenge to the 

Communal Land Rights Act of 2004. 

Andries du Toit and David Neves 

undertook commissioned research for 

the National Treasury on vulnerability, 

PLAAS continued its involvement in a 

range of policy engagement initiatives 

during 2006 and 2007.

Edward Lahiff and Ruth Hall were 

members of the Department of Land 

Affairs (DLA) task team established 

to review the ‘willing seller, willing 

buyer’ policy for land reform. Lahiff 

was Guest Convenor on the course 

‘Land Redistribution in Africa: Learning 

from Experience’, organised by the 

World Bank Institute and the Southern 

African Regional Poverty Network. Hall 

made a presentation to the Swedish 

Ambassador to South Africa and 

the Portfolio Committee on Foreign 

Affairs from the Swedish Parliament, 

participated on the Policy Task Team 

of the Department of Land Affairs’ 

National Steering Committee on 

Land and Agrarian Reform (Post-Land 

Summit Process), and made submissions 

to the Department of Housing on the 

Farm Worker/ Occupier Housing Access 

Programme (FHAP).
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labour markets and social protection (see page 

9  of this report for more detail). Du Toit was a 

member of the reference group for the South 

African Poverty Measures project convened by 

the Studies in Poverty and Inequality Institute, 

Johannesburg, and was a member of the Childhood 

Diseases Workgroup convened by School of Public 

Health, UCT.

Mafa Hara was one of two consultants employed 

to develop the Subsistence Fisheries Policy for 

South Africa. He also engaged with the Food and 

Allied Workers’ Union in Port Elizabeth regarding 

his work with crew members and employers (the 

Employers’ Organisation for the Cephalopod and 

Associated Fisheries – EOCAF) in the squid industry. 

His research findings could help in negotiations 

for a bargaining council in the industry.

Moenieba Isaacs assisted the Artisanal Fishers 

Association and Masifundise (an NGO in the 

fisheries sector) in identifying key strategies for 

policy engagement; contributed to the Western 

Cape Provincial Aquaculture Policy; and supported 

fishing communities in writing up their responses 

to small-scale fisheries policy. She also supported 

a court challenge to the constitutionality of 

policies for the allocation of fishing rights. 

She developed a strong association with the 

International Collective of Fish Workers and the 

International Fisher Forum, both based in India, 

and works with them in developing alternative 

management regimes involving small-scale fish 

workers, indigenous communities and marine 

protected areas. 

Isaacs contributed to the Broad-Based Black 

Economic Empowerment Charter process in 

relation to the forestry sector in South Africa, with 

a particular focus on forestry workers, most of 

whom are rural women. The Charter was launched 

in June 2007. She also assisted the Chemical, 

Energy, Paper, Printing, Wood and Allied Workers’ 

Union (CEPPAWU) to understand forestry policy, 

codes of good conduct, and broad-based black 

economic empowerment in the forestry sector.

Frank Matose participated in an international 

symposium in Rome on ‘Understanding Forest 

Tenure: Toward Forest Tenure Diversification’ 

where he presented the Zimbabwe case study.

David Neves had discussions with the Department 

of Local Government & Housing, Western Cape 

Provincial Government on the implications of 

PLAAS research concerning vulnerability and 

poverty for housing policy. He also had discussions 

with ActionAid on their poverty coalition, with 

specific reference to the place of social protection 

in developing country contexts, with Tom Yates 

(of the Royal Free and University College Medical 

School, London) and Will Horwit (of Cambridge 

University) on various aspects of health, chronic 

poverty and a planned Treatment Action Cam-

paign health communication initiative. Discussions 

were held with the Office of the Presidency on 

questions of ‘poverty and household unbundling’. 

Neves was a member of the Childhood Diseases 

Workgroup convened by the School of Public 

Health, UCT.

Barbara Tapela convened three stakeholder work-

shops on ‘Agricultural Commercialisation and 

Livelihoods’ in Limpopo, contributed as a panellist 

to ActionAid’s Annual Meeting on Food Rights in 

Africa, made a presentation to the UNESCO [UN 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization] 

conference on Water and HIV/Aids, and engaged 

with the Water Learning Network through 

contributions to conferences and workshops. At 

the regional and international levels, Tapela was 

a key member of the team facilitating Stakeholder 

Participation Strategies for transboundary water 

management of the Orange-Senqu River Com-

mission (ORASECOM). She provided training to 

senior water practitioners from 33 countries at a 

SIDA training workshop on transboundary water 

management. Tapela also led a team developing 

guidelines for best practice in social research in 

rural communities that neighbour protected 

areas. 
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PLAAS publications

Policy briefs

Matose, F, Mandondo, A, Mosimane, A & Aribeb, 

K. 2006.The membership problem in people-

centred approaches to natural resource 

management in southern Africa. (PLAAS 

policy brief; no. 20.)

Whande, W, Malasha, I & Njaya F. 2006. 

Challenges and prospects for trans-boundary 

fisheries in Lakes Chiuta and Kariba. (PLAAS 

policy brief; no. 21.)

Madzudzo, E, HaBarad, J & Matose, F. 2007. 

Outcomes of community engagement in 

people centred approaches to natural 

resource management. (PLAAS policy brief; 

no. 22.)

Atkinson, D, Taylor, M & Matose F. 2007. 

Management of some commons in southern 

Africa: Implications for policy. (PLAAS policy 

brief; no. 23.)

Isaacs, M. 2006. A social coastal fisheries policy 

for South Africa? Subsistence fisheries co-

management for sustainable livelihoods 

and poverty alleviation. (PLAAS policy brief; 

no. 24.)

Jones B. 2006. The impact of people-centred 

approaches to natural resource management 

on poverty reduction. (PLAAS policy brief; 

no. 25.)

Cliffe, L. 2007. Policy options for land reform in 

South Africa: New institutional mechanisms? 

(PLAAS policy brief; no. 26.)

Occasional papers

Gran T. 2006. Land politics, trust relations 

in government and land reform in South 

Africa: Experiences from the Western and 

Northern Cape provinces. (PLAAS occasional 

paper; no. 29.)

Lahiff, E. 2007. State, market or the worst of 

both? Experimenting with market-based land 

2006/2007 publications
reform in South Africa. (PLAAS occasional 

paper; no. 30.)

Rihoy, E, Chirozva, C & Anstey, S. 2007. ‘People 

are not happy’: Speaking up for adaptive 

natural resource governance in Mahenye. 

(PLAAS occasional paper; no. 31.)

Research reports

Hall, R, Isaacs, M & Saruchera, M. 2006. Land and 

agrarian reform in integrated development 

plans. (PLAAS research report; no. 23.)

Whande, W. 2007. Community-based natural 

resource management in the southern Africa 

region: An annotated bibliography and 

general overview of literature, 1996–2004. 

(PLAAS research report; no. 24.)

Whande, W. 2007. Trans-boundary natural 

resources management in southern Africa: 

Local historical and livelihood realities 

within the Great Limpopo Trans-frontier 

Conservation Area. (PLAAS research report; 

no. 25.)

Select list of publications by 
PLAAS staff 2006/2007

Michael Aliber

Lahiff, E, Wegerif, M, Manenzhe, T, Quan, J & 

Aliber, M. 2006. The Area Based Land Reform 

Initiative in Makhado, Limpopo Province: 

Experiences and policy lessons. Greenwich: 

Natural Resources Institute.

Aliber, M & Walker, C. 2006. The Impact of HIV/

Aids on land rights: Perspectives from Kenya. 

World Development, 34(4).

Aliber, M, Kirsten, R et al. 2006, Overcoming 

underdevelopment in South Africa’s Second 

Economy. Development Southern Africa, 23(1).

Aliber, M, Roefs, M & Reitzes, M. 2006. Assessing 

the alignment of South Africa’s land 

reform policy to people’s aspirations and 

expectations: A policy-oriented report based 
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on a survey in three provinces. Report for 

the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 

and Development multi-country study on 

Measuring Human Rights, Democracy and 

Governance. 

Aliber M & Makomane, C. 2006. Farmland price 

trends in South Africa, 1994-2005. Report 

commissioned by the Department of Land 

Affairs.

Aliber, M, Makomane, C, Mazibuko, S & Roefs, 

M. 2006. Establishing baseline statistics 

and data collection methods for the 

Monitoring and Evaluation System of the 

National Department of Agriculture. Report 

commissioned by the National Department of 

Agriculture.

Aliber, M, Matsika, P & Quan, J. 2006. Land 

reform at scale: A case study of land 

redistribution in Elliot District, Eastern Cape. 

Unpublished research report.

Aliber, M, Mosoetsa, S, Karuri G & Aihoon, 

K. 2007. Report on the evaluation of 

Government’s Poverty Reduction Programme. 

Study commissioned by the Office of the 

Public Service Commission.

Aliber M & Mosoetsa, S. 2007. Poverty scenarios 

2019. Study commissioned by the President’s 

Office.

Ben Cousins

Cousins B. 2006. Debating the politics of land 

occupations. Journal of Agrarian Change, 

6(4):584–97.

Cousins B, Hoffman, MT, Allsopp, N & Rohde, 

RF. 2007. A synthesis of sociological and 

biological perspectives on sustainable 

land use in Namaqualand. Journal of Arid 

Environments, 70:834–46.

Cousins B. 2007. Agrarian reform and the two 

economies: Transforming South Africa’s 

countryside, in The land question in South 

Africa: The challenge of transformation and 

redistribution, edited by Lungisile Ntsebeza 

and Ruth Hall. Pretoria: Human Sciences 

Research Council Press:220–45.

Cousins, B & Claassens, A. 2007. Communal 

tenure systems in South Africa: Past, present 

and future, in Aridity, change and conflict 

in Africa, edited by M Bollig, O Bubenzer, 

R Vogelsang and H-P Wotzka. Cologne: 

Heinrich-Barth Institut, University of Cologne: 

363–94.

Cousins, B. 2007. More than socially embedded: 

The distinctive character of ‘communal 

tenure’ regimes in South Africa and its 

implications for land policy. Journal of 

Agrarian Change, 7(3):281–315.

Kingwill R, Cousins, B et al. 2007. Mysteries and 

myths: de Soto, property and poverty in South 

Africa. London: International Institute for 

Environment and Development. (Gatekeeper 

series; no. 124.)

Kingwill R, Cousins, B et al. 2007. Mysteries 

and myths: de Soto, property and poverty 

in South Africa, in Are Hernando de 

Soto’s views appropriate to South Africa? 

Johannesburg: Graduate School of Public and 

Development Management, University of 

the Witwatersrand:53–66. (P&DM occasional 

paper; no. 1.)

Cousins, B, Kepe, T & Hall, R. In press. Land, in 

South African keywords, edited by Steven 

Robins and Nic Shepherd.
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